US History Mid-Term Exam Study Guide
20% of Sem 1 Grade

» 50% M/C & Matching

» 50% Essay (You may bring an essay outline to use on the exam)
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US History Mid-Term Essay choices

Choose ONE (1) of questions to answer
You may bring an outline use the day of the exam

To what extent was the Constitution a “Radical” departure from the Articles of
Confederation.

Analyze the contribution of TWO (2) of the following in helping establish a stable
government after the adoption of the Constitution.

George Washington
John Adams
Thomas Jefferson

3.

4,

5.

Compare & Contrast Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson concerning the ideal
relationship between the federal government and the states’ governments.

The Jacksonian Period (1824-1848) has been celebrated as the era of the “common
man.” To what extent did the period live up to its characterization? Consider TWO of
the following in your response.

a. Economic development

b. Politics

c. Reform movements

Analyze the effectiveness of political compromise in reducing sectional tension
between 1820 & 1860.



ESSAY RUBIC

1. Thesis

» Well developed and clearly focused (8-9)

* Clear and adequate (5-7)

« Confused, limited, or missing (2-4)

* No thesis, provides inappropriate response (0-1)

Score

4. Writing Style

«» Organized well with INTRO, BODY, CONCLUSION (8-9)
 Acceptable organization and writing (5-7)

» Weak organization and/or poorly written (2-4)

» May be incomprehensible (0-1)

Score

2. Critical Thought

« Strong interpretation and analysis (8-9)

* Limited analysis, mostly descriptive (5-7)

* Limited or no understanding of the question (2-4)
» Shows a complete lack of understanding (0-1)

Score

5. Surface Error Level

* No errors or errors are insignificant (8-9)
« May contain minor errors (5-7)

» May contain major errors (2-4)

» Has substantial factual errors (0-1)

Score

3. Written Expression

« word choice is mature, voice is discernible, tone is
purposeful, sentences are varied by both length, type and
punctuation (8-9)

« word choice is MOSTLY mature, voice is discernible,
tone is purposeful, sentences are varied by both length,
type and punctuation (5-7)

« word choice is SOMEWHAT mature, voice is discernible,

6. Evidence/Facts

» Abundant, appropriate, dealing with all aspects of
question (8-9)

» Uses some factual information (5-7)

« Superficial or missing supporting facts (2-4)

« Little or no evidence (0-1)

tone is purposeful, sentences are varied by both length, Score
type and punctuation (2-4)
«» word choice is RARELY mature, voice is discernible,
tone is purposeful, sentences are varied by both length,
type and punctuation (0-1) FINAL SCORE
Score
(9) (8 (7 (6) (5) 4 (3 (2 (1-0)
100% 94% 90% 85% 80% 70% 60% 50% 25-0%




